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CLAIMS: 

1 , A mining machine comprising: 

at least two sections which are movable relative to one another, 

push-pull drive means for. moving the at least two sections 
relative to one another so as to allow the machine to traverse a 
mining face in a forward direction; 

one or more rotary cutting heads at a foremost section of the 
machine for' excavating rock from the mining -fece as the 
machine traverses the face, the or each rotary cutting head 
.. being rotatable about a generally upright axis when the 
machine is positioned on a substantially horizontal surface: 
and 

muck removal means arranged to discharge rock, excavated 
from, the face by the or each cutting head, in a sideways 
direction relative to the forward direction. 

2. A mining machine according to claim 1, wherein the one or more 
rotary cutting heads comprise counter-rotatable cutting heads arranged 
side by side. 
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A mining machine according to either claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the 
muck removal means is a conveyor arranged to collect and discharge, 
in a sideways direction, material excavated from the mining face by 
the cutting heads. 

A mining machine according to any one of the preceding claims, 
wherein the mining machine includes a main body, a front cutter 

• assembly located forwardly of the main body, and a rear positioning 

• assembly located rearwardly of the main body. 

A mining machine according to claim 4, .wherein the front cutter 
assemblv and the rear positioning assembly are connected to one 
another by means of a beam which passes slidably through the main 
body: 

A mining machine according to either claim 4 or claim 5, wherein the 
main body and the rear positioning^ssembly carry jacks operable to 
lock these components in position. . 

A mining machine according to claim 6, wherein the machine includes 
cylinder means for moving the main body relative to the rear 
positions assembly, the front cutter assembly and the beam when the 
jacks of the rear positioning assembly are operative, and for movmg 
the rear positioning assembly, the front cutter assembly and the beam 
relative ta the main body when the jacks of the main body are 
operative. 
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8. 



A mining machine, according to any one of me preceding claims, 
wherein the machine includes steering means. 



A mining machine according to claim 8, wherein the steenng means 
includes at least one extendable ram. 



be substantially as herein-described and illustrated. 




9TH DAy\0F SEPTEMBER 1998 



SPOOR, 
APR 



FISHER 
PATENT ATTORNEYS 



